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The Circuit Rider Published June 19, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 8:26-39
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which 
is across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped 
ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from 
the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw 
Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times 
it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been 
driven by the demon into solitary places.

 30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

 “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go 
into the Abyss.

 32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave 
them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and was drowned.
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 34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and 
the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 
gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people 
how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

 38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home 
and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• June 30, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 4:00 p.m. in Voss-
burg, Mississippi at Leona United Methodist 
Church.  

• July 12-14, 2013 (Friday-Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 11th National Gathering of United Methodist Men at Belmont University in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

‘The POWER of We’ You Don’t See
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and  
Social Media Specialist
The 2013 Mississippi Annual Conference received several 
accolades, and the conference staff and countless volun-
teers are already beginning to plan for next year’s event.  
Fittingly themed, ‘The POWER of We,’ the conference al-
lowed those in attendance to participate in the inspiring corporate worship 
and hear compelling stories of hope and healing, but few people hear about 
the intricate teamwork  needed behind the scenes to create the finished 
product.   Darrell Marecle, the production consultant for several United 
Methodist houses of worship and owner of MRI Productions, has provided 
the Mississippi Annual Conference audio, visual and lighting needs for the 
last 15 years.  He shared that the major factors of a successful conference are 
the various collective efforts that occur backstage.   

“Things don’t just happen, they require a lot of organization,” said Marecle.  
“From the person that makes sure Bishop Swanson has a microphone, to 
the person making sure that the computers used on stage are wired prop-

erly—we are all connected and everybody is serving 
together to make annual conference run smoothly.”

Members of the Commission on Communication and 
other Special Edition Circuit Rider contributors began re-
searching their stories more than a month before the June 
6 kick-off and worked diligently to interview their sources and meet pressing deadlines.

After contributing reporters submitted their stories to conference communication staff, they were sent to 
graphics and layout designer, Cindy Clark who has worked for the Mississippi Conference for the past 15 

years.  She produced the Special Edition Circuit Rider and also many of the graphics used in ‘The POWER of 

Darrell Marecle pictured in the far right in a 
blue shirt and jeans with his production crew 
captured backstage during this year’s annual 
conference.

Cindy Clark
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We’ printed materials and other visuals.

Persons involved in conference production and photography aver-
age 15-hour days during the four-day event and countless hours 

of pre-production. Anthony Thaxton as vid-
eographer has produced many of the videos 
for the conference over the years.  His work 
includes this year’s DVD on “The POWER of 
We.”

Marecle explained that there are many memo-
rable moments within those longs days like one 
he will never forget—the year the conference 
ordained a dog.

“There was a gentleman being ordained who was vision impaired 
and he had a guide dog, so they ordained the dog also, which I 
thought was very interesting,” said Marecle.

Wells United Methodist Church member, Greg Campbell has 35 years of experi-
ence as a professional photographer and has been the annual conference pho-
tographer for the last five years.  Campbell was also the conference photographer 
when all the Mississippi conferences merged 25 years ago.  He explained that his 
career in photography is not only his ministry, but it also allows him to be minis-
tered to during annual conference.

“It is a lot of work but it is nice to be able to worship when I get a break, and 
there are times when it’s hard not to worship and I get caught up in the moment,” 
said Campbell.

Although this year’s annual conference ended less than two weeks ago, planning 
will prayerfully begin in early July for the 2014 Mississippi Annual Conference.

To view and download photos from this year’s conference go to:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96954592@N04/.

Meridian District Volunteers in Mission Ramp Team 
Continues to Change Lives after 14 Years
By Renelda Owen
In May, 1999, the Meridian District began a Volunteers in Mission project to 
build handicapped ramps at the homes of people in need of them within the 
bounds of the district. This ministry, which began on a small scale, has con-
tinued for 14 years and is going strong. On May 21, 2013, Meridian District 
ramp builders completed the 860th Ramp Project since May 1999 by build-
ing a 30-foot handicap ramp for Willie Clark of Meridian. This was the 41st 

project completed by 
this group in 2013.

Ramp recipients are 
brought to the attention 
of the volunteers through 
their churches, hospitals, social workers and rehabilitation centers. There is 
always a waiting list. A faithful group of regulars meet in the workshop of 
Jerry Fox who lives in rural Kemper County, usually each Monday morning. 
There they do a pre-build, by constructing parts of the ramp before going to 
the site. Later in the week, a work team then goes to the site and completes 

From left are volunteer writers for the Annual Confer-
ence Special Edition Circuit Rider, Vicki Landrum, 
Renelda Owen, Jeff Virgil II, Cynthia Laird and Cheryl 
Farr. Not pictured are Chris Blount, Stephen Sparks, 
Heather Truett, Paige Swaim-Presley, Rashida Red-
mond and Susannah Carr.

Greg Campbell

Anthony  
Thaxton

Volunteers build ramp for Mary Snowden in 
Chunky.

Ramp for Mary Hodge, Hwy 80 Meridian 
September 2012.
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the ramp. Prior to this, the site has been thoroughly scouted and measured, 
materials purchased and dates set for the completion of the project. All 
ramps are built to the recommended specifications related to the drop from 
the door to the ground. When a ramp is no longer needed by the recipient, 
the team is often able to go back to the site and recycle the ramp for use at 
another location. Through the years, this has become an ecumenical group 
with members of many different churches from varied denominations 
helping to keep the ministry vital and growing. In 2012, donations helped 
purchase a work truck dedicated to this ministry. Prior to that, a volunteer 
had worn out his own vehicle with years of transporting materials and tools to 
the worksites.

There are currently 25 on the waiting list for ramps to be built and four ramps previously built that are no longer needed and 
need to be recycled for use somewhere else. Recycling saves from 80-85% of the cost of a new ramp. A major issue facing the 
ramp ministry right now is the escalating cost of materials which has risen more than 28% in the last few months. The ministry 
exists through faithful volunteers and through monetary donations. You may give to the ministry through the Meridian District 
office, 6210 Hwy. 39N, Meridian, MS 39305-9133. Volunteers are always welcome. With hot weather, they need extra workers to 
get the job done. Anyone in the area, who is interested in learning more about the ministry, or volunteering, can contact Jerry W. 
Fox at 601-737-5325 (home) or 601-917-2284 (cell).
 

“Man Up” Coins Arrive
Now that the official “Man Up” coins have arrived and are being 
distributed, the president of the Mississippi United Methodist Men, 
Donald Beard is urging all men to keep their coins handy.

“These coins are available and have received the full support of the 
United Methodist Men of Mississippi and should be carried with you 
at all times, not loaned to anyone, and should stay attached to you as 
your driver’s license.”

Beard also explains to the men that the coins purpose “represents 
your commitment to your men’s group, your church and most im-
portantly, your decision to “MAN UP for Jesus Christ.”

The coins are available free of charge to chartered United Methodist Men groups. If a church or men’s group is not chartered, 
they can download an application to register here.  The cost is $85.00 annually.
 

First Woman President in Garrett-Evangelical’s 160-year History 
United Methodist News Service
The Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary Board of Trustees unanimously elected Dr. Lallene 
J. Rector to be the next president of Garrett-Evangelical. Currently serving as the seminary’s vice 
president for academic affairs and academic dean, Rector will succeed Dr. Philip A. Amerson, who 
will retire on December 31 after nearly eight years as president. Rector, an extraordinary scholar 
and practitioner, shares a deep love for the church and possesses the perfect mix of skills, educa-
tion, experience and faith to further Garrett-Evangelical’s mission to prepare bold, spiritual leaders 
for the church, academy and world.

As the first woman president in Garrett-Evangelical’s 160-year history, Rector will join the semi-
nary’s legacy of remarkable women who have served the institution, including: Eliza Garrett, 
who founded Garrett Biblical Institute in 1853; Lucy Rider Meyer, the first principal of the Chicago 
Training School in 1855; Georgia Harkness, the first woman to be named professor of theology in the 
United States in 1939; and Rosemary Skinner Keller, the seminary’s first female academic dean appointed in 1993.

As the first layperson to be appointed president, Rector will bring a creative perspective to the seminary’s commitment to train 
bold leaders. She is a person of profound faith and is devoted to theological education in the ecumenical church and the building 

Obie Leggett and VIM ramp work team Sep-
tember 2012 Meridian.

Dr. Lallene J. Rector



of strong interfaith alliances. She is a member at First United Methodist Church at the Chicago Temple in Chicago, Illinois. Her 
background as a United Methodist who brings expertise in pastoral psychotherapy makes her an invaluable asset on the Ministe-
rial Assessment Specialists Advisory Committee on Candidacy and Clergy Assessment for the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry. Additionally, she is a convener for the United Methodist Theological Schools academic deans and regularly repre-
sents the seminary at denominational conferences. 

A search committee of trustees, faculty, and administrators unanimously recommended Rector to the board. In her remarks to 
the search committee Rector said, “I believe that if Garrett-Evangelical understands itself, first and foremost, as a servant to the 
church and to the world, then we will not stray far from God’s purpose for us. My own personal call to service, along with my 
experience in the seminary for the last 27 years, has well prepared me to become the next president.”

In response to the board’s decision, Jerre Stead, Board of Trustees Chair said, “I am thrilled with the work of the search committee 
and their recommendation. When I speak with faculty and administrators at other theological schools, Lallene’s reputation pre-
cedes her. She is considered one of the top-tier talents in theological education and we are blessed to have her as president elect.” 
Stead further shared his confidence that Rector will be a visionary leader advancing the school’s mission.

Rector has been a member of the Garrett-Evangelical faculty for 27 years, with the last seven spent in her current role as academic 
dean. Some of her more recent achievements at the seminary include developing and implementing the seminary’s strategic plan, 
chairing the budget reduction task force, initiating curriculum review, and negotiating the seminary’s charter membership in the 
Seminary Stewardship Alliance.

Her influence at the school can be further witnessed by looking at the student body. Rector is committed to creating a diverse 
community, which has driven her to develop strong relationships with the Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education 
(SCUPE), Advanced Latino/a Theological Education Program, and the Center for African American Studies program.  

Rector’s influence expands far beyond her work at Garrett-Evangelical. Locally, she has convened the academic deans of the As-
sociation of Chicago Theological Schools (ACTS) and served as the secretary for the ACTS Common Council. Nationally, she is 
a member of the Association for Theological Schools (ATS) Advisory Committee for Chief Academic Officers.  Further involve-
ment with ATS includes serving as member or chair of several re-accreditation teams since 2005 and being a panelist or presenter 
at various ATS meetings and conferences.

Rector’s educational background includes a bachelor of arts in psychology and religion from Texas Christian University, a master 
of theological studies from Boston University’s School of Theology, and a doctor of philosophy in psychology of religion from 
Boston University’s Graduate School for the Arts and Sciences. She holds memberships in the American Academy of Religion; has 
served on the Steering Committee for Person, Culture and Religion Section; and has been a member of the American Psychoana-
lytical Association and the Chicago Society for Psychoanalysis.

As Garrett-Evangelical celebrates its 160th anniversary in 2013, we give thanks for the outstanding leadership of Philip A. Amer-
son and look forward to the leadership of President-Elect Lallene J. Rector. In the coming months we will share more news related 
to how the seminary will honor our 160-year history, the service of President Amerson, and the installation of President-Elect 
Rector.

Garrett-Evangelical, a graduate school of theology related to The United Methodist Church, was founded in 1853. Located on the 
campus of Northwestern University, the seminary serves more than 500 students from various denominations and cultural back-
grounds, fostering an atmosphere of ecumenical interaction. Garrett-Evangelical creates bold leaders through Master of Divinity, 
Master of Arts, Master of Theological Studies, Doctorate of Philosophy and Doctorate of Ministry degrees. Its 4,500 living alumni 
serve church and society around the world.
                                                                        

Holston Methodists Raise Over $1.13 Million To Fight Malaria in Africa
United Methodist News Service
As the Holston Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church gathered in Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., for its annual gathering, officials announced that more than $1.13 million 
had been raised in the fight against malaria in Africa. The conference had committed to 
raising $1 million a year ago, and when the announcement was made Tuesday night that 
the goal had been surpassed, a deafening roar filled Stuart Auditorium on the Lake Junalus-
ka grounds.
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Because the cost of medicine to prevent malaria in Africa is estimated at $10 per person, officials believe more than 113,000 lives 
will be saved. Churches throughout the Holston Conference which includes roughly East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia—held 
various fund-raising efforts, some of them quite creative. One church even placed pink plastic flamingos in the yard of Holston 
Bishop Mary Virginia “Dindy” Taylor’s yard in the Knoxville area to raise money. The entire United Methodist Church member-
ship throughout the world is trying to raise $75 million in the fight against malaria.

Mt. Zion UMC Remembers Past —
Civil Rights Icon Joins Them  
By Shayla Kirksey, Mt. Zion UMC
June 21, 2013 will mark the 49th anniversary of the 
slaying of three civil right workers. James Chaney, 
Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner came to 
Philadelphia, Mississippi in1964 hoping to help African-Americans register 
to vote. While in Neshoba County, they visited Mt. Zion United Method-
ist Church to talk with local community members that had been attacked 
by the Ku Klux Klan.  On June 16, 1964 the church was burned and several 
members had been viciously beaten.  The three young men who had dreams 
to help rebuild a scared community were reported missing. They were 
murdered and buried in a dam—a nightmare and story that the nation will 
never forget.   

Church members would eventually rebuild Mt. Zion UMC, which exists 
today. Recently, approximately 100 people gathered at the church for the 
annual service to honor the lives of the young men. This years’ occasion 
included a speech from Dr. James Meredith, an icon from the civil rights era, 
who put his life on the line when he became the first African-American to 
attend the University of Mississippi. Meredith challenged each member to 

become responsible for 
one child and to help with 
a dying generation.

Bishop Clay Lee was the 
guest speaker for the 
event.   He recalled how people reacted to the church burning and reports 
that the trio was missing. He said there were rumors that church members 
burned the church.

“I could not believe that these loyal members would burn their own 
church,” Lee stated. He also said that he knew that several members had 
been attacked at the church and he offered them assistance and help with 
rebuilding the church.

Evelyn Cole Calloway spoke to the congregation for her late parents, J.R. 
“Bud” and Beatrice “Beadie” Cole, who were members of Mt. Zion and vic-

tims of hatred. “We wanted papa to go to the hospital that night but he refused 
stating that ‘no white hands will work on me because it was white hands that 
hurt me.’”

Elder Peggy Gibson, Mt. Zion United Methodist Church pastor, commented saying “We need this service each year so no one will 
ever forget the history at Mt. Zion and here in Neshoba County.”  

This year’s theme song “We Come This Far by Faith” that was sung by the community mass choir speaks volumes to the struggle 
many endured during that long hot freedom summer in 1964.
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From left to right Elsie Kirksey, Obie Riley, 
Bishop Clay Lee, Leroy Clemons, James 
Meredith, Evangelist Lynn Barker and Elder 
Peggy Gibson place the flower on the 
memorial monument.

James Meredith at Mt. Zion UMC to honor 
three civil rights workers killed 1964. 



Message from Born of Conviction Signer
Keith Tonkel sends a message following the presentation of the Emma Elzy award at 
annual conference on Sunday, June 9, 2013. Tonkel was one of 28 ministers who were 
honored for their bravery to stand against discrimination in 1963, by signing the his-
toric document known as the Born of Conviction Statement. Myrlie Evers,  the widow 
of slain civil rights activist Medgar Evers presented the Elzy award to Tonkel and 
Maxie Dunnam who accepted on behalf of all the signers. In a notice to The Circuit 
Rider, Tonkel shares what was on his heart that morning.  

“Thanks all who attended the conference session last Sunday for the service and the 
Elzy Award moment. Thanks to all of you who have over the years lifted and healed 
our lives with your prayers.  And for all the prayers now being lifted for those of us 
who need them. The Emma Elzy award is special.  Recognizing these achievements 
is equally special. We have promises to keep, and miles to go before we sleep. Good 
journeys begun and need to continue. God loves you, God bless you. We thank you.”

Message from 2013 Henry Denman  
Honoree, Cheryl Denley  
Long ago in a fair land nicknamed “Bucksnort, Mississippi” a little girl grew up and was nurtured and loved by a sweet congrega-
tion at Independence United Methodist Church.  She spent her entire childhood going to Sunday school, preaching, attending 
prayer meetings and even church meetings with her mother and grandmother with a group of believers who might be small in 
number, but were vast in the love of Christ. Many were those who gave of their time and talent to teach and mold young minds, 
such as Iola Hancock, who faithfully attended every Sunday and taught Sunday school for as long as anyone can remember. 
She knew of ministries far beyond Mississippi and she supported them as she was able.  One of her favorite was the evangelistic 
ministry of Harry Denman.  She financially supported his effort, read what he wrote and faithfully prayed for his ministry.  At 

last, she corresponded with Denman and requested he visit the fair land of 
“Bucksnort” and share what God had laid upon his heart with the good folks 
she loved and worshiped with every Sunday. To her surprise, he accepted and 
a date was set!

Well, you have probably guessed that little girl was me, and I praised my 
God that I was so blessed to have the folks that lead me along my childhood 
journey to an adulthood of loving Jesus. I also praise God that I was present 
(on the front row to be exact) on one of those nights as Denman proclaimed 
the word and my heart was strangely warmed as I walked up to that precious 
altar of grace (the same altar I would later stand before to be confirmed into 
God’s church and also marry) and shared with him that I wanted Jesus to 
come into my heart.  It was a pivotal point in my childhood.

The events of that very night many years ago made my 14th consecutive year of 
attendance at the Mississippi Annual Conference special. I was blessed, over-
whelmed and so humbled to receive the Harry Denman Evangelism Award for 
the year 2013.   

I am so thankful for so many who walked beside me through my journey to this point.  It is in their memory and with a grateful, 
humble heart I accept this award.  I pray to God I can continue to offer them Christ.

Cheryl Barham Denley, Senatobia District, Independence UMC
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(Top) Keith Tonkel  greeting Myrlie Evers (Bottom, l to r) Maxie  
Dunnam and Keith Tonkel accepting  Emma Elzy Award on behalf of  

the surviving Born of  Conviction Statement signers.

Recipients of the Harry Denman Award are 
from left, Ted Giordano, clergy recipient; 
Cheryl Denley, laity recipient; Kelli Randle, 
youth recipient and Katlen Smith, laity 
recipient.



Sending Forth Dinner
Seven Springs United Methodist Church invites 
everyone to join them for a sending forth and dinner 
gathering for Minister Craig Baxton and his wife Jan-
ice. The event date is June 30, 2013, 3:00 p.m., at Seven 
Springs United Methodist Church, 4668 Seven Spring 
Road, Raymond, Mississippi 39154. For more informa-
tion call Gloria Lee at 601-214-3896.

Grant Deadline Approaching
An Advance Special that directly relates to part of the Mississippi Conference is called The Appalachian Ministry Network. The 
Appalachian Ministry Network is designated by the United Methodist Church to work with local, district, conference and general 
church leadership to develop coordinated ministries that seek justice for all God’s people in Appalachia.  

Advance Specials are second-mile giving for specific missional needs all over the world. The United Methodist Mission Agency 
and Global Ministries designates and administers Advance Specials. When churches give to an Advance Special, 100% of the 
donations are used for the intended mission. This is because World Service Apportionment pays all administrative fees for the 
Advance office. One of the ways this giving comes back to the church is through grants such as the Hunger and Poverty Grant 
administered through the Appalachian Ministry Network.

This grant application is available to churches in the following counties in Mississippi: Alcorn, Benton, Calhoun, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Clay, Itawamba, Kemper, Lee, Lowndes, Marshall, Monroe, Montgomery, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Panola, Pontotoc, Pren-
tiss, Tippah, Tishomingo, Union, Webster, Winston and Yalobusha.  

The application may be downloaded by going to the Mississippi Conference UMC Link: www.mississippiummissions.org.   For 
information call Erie Stuckett, Meridian District, 662- 822-8060 and Lou Ann Staggs at 662-534-7733.

Give to Conoway and Clay Scholarship Endowment
At this year’s annual conference, the Gammon Alumni Association established a scholarship endowment in memory of former 
Starkville District Superintendent Rev. Merlin Dean Conoway and in honor of Rev. Dr. Henry C. Clay.

If you would like to contribute to this endowment, please send contributions to The United Methodist Foundation at P.O. Box 
2415, Ridgeland, MS 39158-2415 and designate it for the Conoway and Clay Scholarship.

School of Congregational Development Scholarships
The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) has racial ethnic scholarships available for lay, clergy, young adults and semi-
nary students to attend the August 15-18, 2013 School of Congregational Development, to be held in Denver, Colorado.

Scholarships are available in increments of $325 for Denver area residents and $500 for persons living outside of Denver. In ad-
dition, $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to Seminary students. Following is the link for persons to apply for the two levels of 
scholarships.  If you know of a seminary student who will apply, please cross out $500 and insert $1,000.  The $1,000 scholarship 
only applies to students living outside of Denver. 

3 “L” Academy
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension is pleased to present a two-day educational session planned to assist clergy in mod-
eling and teaching the United Methodist commitment to fully utilizing their time, talents, gifts, service and witness. This will take 
place August 19-20, 2013, at the Hilton Jackson, on County Line Road. The registration fee is $50.00. The academy will provide 
an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, stewardship education and connectionalism. The mission of the 
United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Local churches provide the 
most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.  
For more information, click on the 3 “L” Academy link on the conference website at www.mississippi-umc.org.
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Youth CONVO Friday, July 12, 2013
This year’s youth CONVO will be held at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. The speaker will be Regine Jean-Baptiste, who is currently the pastor of 
membership care and evangelism at White Plains United Methodist Church in 
Cary, North Carolina. Worship will be led by Eddie Willis & the Narrow Path.

The cost is $90. CONVO is still in the planning stage and more details will be 
posted on the conference website as they become available. Mark your calen-
dars now!

Wess McDonald, father of Rev. Mitchell McDonald, 
pastor of Lost Gap and Druid Hills recently passed 
away.  The funeral was in Philadelphia, Miss.   Please 
keep the McDonald Family in your thoughts and 
prayers.

The Hattiesburg District is sorry to report the death 
of Rev. Ellis Ray Howard.  Funeral services were held 
at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Waynesboro, 
Miss. in early June.  Please keep his wife Clara in your prayers.

The Starkville Districts is requesting prayer for Rev. Doyle Mitchell, pastor of the McCool Circuit.  Doyle had been experiencing 
severe back pain and concerns about his vision.

Rev. Kathy Price, newly appointed to Haven Chapel, is asking for your prayers for her mother, Shirley Michaels. Michaels is in a 
specialty center in Pensacola and not doing well.   Last word, doctors were trying to rule out stroke. 

Eunice Brooks, mother-in-law to Rev. Lyndon Geeter, recently passed away.  Please remember this family when you pray.

Please be in prayer for Jerome Green of Clarksdale, Miss., son of Barbara Johnson and stepson of Rev. William G. Johnson, pastor 
of Kilmichael UMC.  While the Johnsons were at conference, they received word that Jerome had suffered a stroke.  The stroke 
affected Jerome’s left side, and he spent some time in the intensive care unit at Clarksdale, but he is currently staying with the 
Johnsons in Kilmichael, Miss.  His speech has improved, but he has difficulty swallowing.  He can walk using a walker and he will 
soon begin rehabilitation to try and get back the use of his left hand.

For clergy and other friends wishing to keep in contact and get updates about Green, Barbara Johnson has given permission to 
call either the parsonage number 662-272-7972, or her cell phone 662-457-5320.

Funeral services for George Albert Thomas, father of Rev. Sapada Thomas (Tupelo District), will be held Wednesday, June 19, 
2013 at 1:00 p.m.  at Moses Chapel UMC in Ripley, Mississippi.

Please keep the Thomas family in your prayers during these difficult days..

Employment Opportunities
• Wells Memorial Choir Director (part-time)
Interested parties should email to Admin@wellschurch.org or call 601-353-0658. 

• Full-time Office Manager - Camp Wesley Pines
Wesley Pines Conference, Retreat, and Camping Center (Gallman, Miss.) currently has an opening for a full-time office 
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manager.  The office manager must have computer skills, work with registrations for camps and retreats, and work with the 
finances of the camp.  A full job description is available upon request, call 601-892-2341.  Resumes may also be emailed to 
wpoffice@wildblue.net, or mailed to P.O. Box 307, Gallman, MS, 39077 by June 14.
  
• Pastor of Student Ministries 
First UMC, Senatobia, Mississippi, is looking to hire a pastor of student ministries with the responsibility of overseeing the 
church’s ministry to teens in grades 7-12.  We are looking for someone with training, gifts and passion in leading a youth 
ministry.  Ability to also give leadership in worship and music is a plus but not a requirement.
The principle focus for the pastor of student ministries is to plan, develop, implement and supervise all aspects of the youth 
ministry.  The student ministries pastor will partner with the staff and lay leaders in shepherding, mentoring, training and 
equipping the youth of Senatobia First UMC.
Send cover letter and resume to jswitzer@afo.net.

• Director of Youth Ministries, Brandon First United Methodist Church / Full- time (40+ hours/week, salaried)
First United Methodist Church of Brandon, Mississippi is seeking a committed, passionate and motivated person who loves 
the Lord and is able to effectively reach, lead, equip and train youth. This is a full-time salaried position. Preferred qualifi-
cations include a bachelor’s degree from a college or university and/or 3 to 4 years of experience. Primary responsibilities 
include but are not limited to: relational/spiritual growth in the youth; developing a team of youth leaders; planning, direc-
tion and communicating youth activities including weekly meetings, service projects, retreats, mission trips, fundraisers 
and special events. Submit a cover letter including philosophy of youth ministry and resume by July 3, 2013 to: Rev. 
Mitchell B. Hedgepeth, First United Methodist Church, 205 Mary Ann Drive, Brandon, MS 39042 or email to mitchell@
brandonfumc.org, or to Mr. Steven Wallace (Chairperson-SPRC) at swallace@insuranceassociate.com.

• Director of Children and Family Ministry – Galloway UMC 
Galloway seeks a director of children and family ministry who is called to serve children, from birth through sixth grade, 
and their families.  The candidate would evidence a contagious enthusiasm for Christ and children with proven gifts of 
organization, administration and communication (oral and written). The candidate demonstrates deep Wesleyan theologi-
cal grounding and gifts of leadership. The director of children and family ministry will oversee, organize and implement 
ministry to, with and alongside children, their adult leaders, parents and guardians to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  An effective director of children and family ministry will equip and empower children of the 
church and community to understand that they are loved by God, called by God, and equipped by God as disciples of Jesus 
Christ to have the hands and hearts of a servant. The director of children and family ministry will oversee children’s Sunday 
school (year round), children’s church for ages four and five (year round), vacation Bible school (summer, one week), con-
firmation (January through May); will provide pastoral care and spiritual guidance for children/parents/guardians/teach-
ers and families; participate and engage worship planning through a team model; and lead the children’s teaching time in 
worship.
The director of children and family ministry will visit Galloway’s new born babies and other children in the hospital; share 
new parent and baby information with clergy staff; supervise and train nursery personnel; assist in the nursery as needed; 
enlist, train, delegate, equip and supervise volunteers for all facets of children’s ministry; coordinate communication for 
all facets of children’s ministry; follow, revise and implement policies and procedures to ensure a safe environment for 
children; create and implement new member formation alongside the ministry area of congregational care. The candidate 
would engage in intentional relationships with Galloway’s Children’s Center and communicate and coordinate with the 
Center’s director regarding events, facility and policies of mutual ministry; would also engage the United Methodist Bethle-
hem Center and other community ministries for children. 
All ministry regarding children extends a call to God’s Mission in the world. The director of children and family ministry 
requires a team-oriented spirit. An ideal candidate would have passion for seeing children come to know, love, and follow 
Christ, as well as passion for ministry with persons who are on the margins. There is a rich opportunity to advocate for 
children in both church and government. 
Position requires a bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience and a minimum of three years of experience in ministry with 
children. A degree in education, Christian education or a related field is preferred. Bilingual skills (English and Spanish) 
are recommended. 
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Galloway Memorial UMC has excellent resources available: collaborative staff and volunteers, well-equipped facilities, 
funding for continuing education, and a supportive program budget.  A committed group of parents, guardians and other 
volunteers are excited to journey with our next director of children and family ministry.
The competitive compensation package for this position is commensurate with experience and training. Interested persons 
should submit a resume and personal statement (Microsoft word or pdf format required) via e-mail by July 5, 2013 to 
kevans@gallowayumc.org.  The personal statement should be no more than 300 words and should address the question: 
How would you lead ministry with children and families at Galloway to advance our commitment to revealing Heaven on 
Earth and what is it about your training, experience and philosophy that uniquely qualify you for this position?  
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
For further information you may visit our website: http://www.gallowayumc.org.

Crab Meat Pie 
1 pie shell partially baked
3 eggs, beaten
one-half pint sour cream
1 can crabmeat
1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese
1 can French-fried onion rings, crumbled
Combine all ingredients and pour into pie shell. Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes. Serves six.

 – From “Taste and See” published by Diamondhead UMW

• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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